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'HERALD'S- - OWNER HAD UNIQUE CAREER-CONDUCT- ED BUSINESS BY CABLE
FAMOUS PUBLISHER

HAD GREAT POWER

long Supreme in New York
Newspaper Field Spent

Lavishly.

SPONSORED STANLEY TRIP

Established Cable Lines and
Sent Expedition to Seek

North Pole.

T J. I. C. CI.AB.KJD.

Not many men of prominence passing
way from American life presented a

moro curiously mixed personality than
James Gordon Bennett, owner of the
New York Herald. Inheriting a treat
Journallatlo property, he stepped early
Into a. noaltlon with .the highest Amer
ican possibilities apparently within hla
reach. If his bent led mm asias irom
them or kept him to his one Ideal of
the newapaper he manned through
aheer human Individuality to keep up
the llvelleat publlo Interest In hla domes,
undoings, makings and unmaking. The
told, the queer, the elUBlve. the generous,
the close, the sly, the simple, the cruel,
the kind evolved In him without reason-
able sequence from a nature capable of
great things, which sometimes he ac-

complished at a stroke.
A tall, handsome, rich man. he went

about It all nnd "carried on" with a vim
likely to tire out all around him. When
close on forty yeara ago he gave up his
New York and Newport life and made
Paris his home It seemed as If a real
void had been created here, but his
Interesting personality lived on among
us through a score of agencies, of which
the Herald was naturally the chief. The
Bennett legend survived Bennett He
became the Instance of a man with one
great purpose In life the Herald, to wit

working at It and for it 1.000 miles
away, and rarely coming closer.

It came about that Its progress
slackened. No one else could originate
for It, for he was morbidly Jealous of
his power In other hands, and neces-
sarily more and more out of touch with
the America whose progress has never
halted, the great engine . of publicity
kept slowing down. It still made money
and for the most part ho held his paper
to an Americanism that did not falter.
That will remain the best that Is to be
said of him.

The Elder Bennett.
When James Cordon Bennett the

elder, who founded the New York
Herald on May 6. 1835. died In 1872
his only son nnd namesake, born May
10. 1841. was In his thirty-fir- st year.
Henceforth to the present day he was
to direct, to be, the Herald.

Looking at the Herald as his father
left It, at the very apex of the American
Journalism of Its day, so far as enter-
prise, outreach for news, strength of
clientele, advertising: draught, authority
of statement and extensive circulation
went, it was a great responsibility as
well as a great and profitable property.
.That under the son It was carried on
for over forty-si- x years, advancing
steadily In enterprise, broadening hi
news gathering and attractiveness to
reader and advertiser and producing
a great Income for at least thirty-od- d

years of the period, is a record In Itself.
That It Is still an Important factor Is
not so remarkable, for the momentum

f a. leadlnr oaoer long suffices to keep
II going, even when the directing force
weakena from day to oay.

What it will be and there
after, who can say?

The founder's Dersonallty had been
the breath of the Herald's life from the
herlnrdnr. The tall, lank Scotsman
of 40 who Issued the first small four
page Herald from a cellar In Nassau
street was a genius of publicity. It
was that which distinguished his bant-lln- r

from scores of others In his time
and since that passed Into early grave-
yards. Audacity of purpose amounting
to what m sht be termed a snrewa
recklessness, a biting wit. a grim humor
and a fair education obtained In
France as well as in Scotland, where
he studied for the priesthood together
with hard luck by way of experience
In school teaching and earner news
paper ventures, were the father's men-

tal outfit. He worked like a Trojan,
writing, directing, bargaining, pushing.

A man of explosive temper but kindly
heart, abstemious, hard headed, alert,
was the Herald's ,founder. How he
girded at his ponderous contemporaries,
calling them "blanket sheets." as they
truly were, and laughing In the beards
of the editors! He ran a line of per-

sonal notes that spared nobody, not
malevolent or pursued vindictively, but
with sly tingles of malice In them now
and then that hurt the victim, though the
laugh that followed might be Innocent
enough. It made for the popularity of
his little paper, but not for his own.

He never appeared to have much re-

ligion In hla nature, but he came of
Catholic stock, and that faith remained
his state religion as It were. That or
the power of beauty, both perhaps, led"

to his marriage to Miss Henrietta Agnes
Crean, a handsome girl of Irish parent-
age and also a Catholic, whose mother
was in business In New York.

Herald's" nise to Fame.
The Htrald was prospering, and Mr.

Bennett could afford the luxury of a
wife before the paper was four years
old. He had taken his readers humor-
ously Into his confidence when he was
wedded, and there was nothing extraor-
dinary, therefore, In hla announcing Joy-

ously the birth of his eon with the
quaint addendum:

"It remains to bo seen what effect
this will have on the great newspaper
war," for war was raging then between
the "big" papers that emelled of the
fchleenth century and his own saucy
little catbont of a paper. It had then
passed the danger line of infant Journals
nnd was to grow and grow to Its head-
ship the only American paper known
not only all over the country, but to
the ends of the earth. It seized on
every novelty that could help a news
paper.

The rai'oals, the canals, the tele-
graph were all made part of hla ma-
chinery. Troflls became great; but they
were, freely turned Into the business.

Young James was growing all this
while, and observing It all In his own

d way. For education, hla
father had notions that It was best to
be had abroad. So after private tutor-
ing here to Europe he went, becoming
quite proficient In French and learning
worne other things history In a wny
under private teachers. He bhnwed no
bent for Journalism or serious work of
any ktnd. but took up sport with great
seriousness, after the fashion of the rich
young man with abundance of energy,
In the company of other open air en-

thusiasts like himself.
He first took to yachting, and was not

long In taking prominent place among
lovers of the sport. He took up other
"Ports later as tney came Into vogue.

When he passed his twenty-fift- h year
he turned a little of his time toward the
publication world nnd started a little
neet meant mainly for theatregoers : but

It faded out. In a little while he start,!
the Kventng Telegram to be a sort of
afternoon edition of the Herald, All this

time hla father was nursing the Idea of'
preparing hla ton for the ownership and
conduct of the Herald.

The Younger Bennett's fltrarsles.
Bo long aa the elder Bennett had the

necessary strength to keep up his attend-
ance at the Herald office the "young
man," as the son came to be known,
could not be prevailed on to work with
any steadiness. His nature did not
brook restraint and his Inclinations and
habits led him to lighter fields. In one
way hla father's social position, or want
of It, was something of a hindrance to
the young man's society ambitions.

Bennett the elder had no regard for
social amenities or gatherings. His
world of Interest lay In his paper and
In the events that came to It for treat-
ment: his society was his editors and
writers and those who sought him in
connection with his work. Animosities
which the father had stirred up In his
earlier battling days and had never stilled
remained to plague the son. The "old
man" had never refused a fight, but long
after he had forgotten It the wordy
wounds he Inflicted remained to rankle.

To mother and son the society battle
was left, and these two soon were aiming
In different directions, the mother to
make a little circle of her own with
dilettante, artists, foreign visitors, and
so forth, at the front; the son to seek
entrance Into the fashionable clubs and
small exclusive seta of the day. He
found the tt feelings hard to
kill, but he accomplished It at last With
a lavish hand he held his own In these
surroundings, but the old set never really
forgave him for being his father's son.
To be sure, these narrow old Gothamltes
never knew how great a man the elder
Bennett really was ; they remembered
only that in a bygone day he had frisked
their whisker with a perhaps not over-nic- e

epigram or poked sly fun at their
grandmothers. How could they forgive
the son?

In 16( young Bennett won a spec
tacular transatlantic yacht race from
Randy Hook to the Isle of Wight with
his schooner Henrietta, named after his
mother. Ho waa feted and petted In
England and France and returned to
New York In a blaze of glory. It was
shortly after this that he showed signs
of liking to Journalism, which gave his
father hope.

Four yeara later the veteran, feeling
the weight of his years of struggle,
gradually withdrew from active control.
In Frederick Hudson, hla great manec
ng editor, he had found a wise and at

need a bold administrator, and the father
wished the son to take hold, retying on
Hudson s wisdom to guide htm. It
came about without shock, but In the
newspaper world the question, "What
will he do with It?" meaning the Herald,
ran the rounds. "How will he range up
with the leaders of thought and action
in1 the other papers?

Mr. Bennett's Contemporaries.
New York was very much smaller

then, but it had some notable figures
In journalism. Horace Greeley, a
homely sage of the Benjamin Franklin
school, was the Tribune; Charles A.
Dana, a bristling, scholarly, hard
headed, finely trained Journalist, had
Just taken hold of Tin Sun; Henry J
Raymond, a very vtsal, supple, resource-fu- d

writer, soon to die pitifully, was
still In command of the Times; Manton
Marble polished and distant, was ed
Itor of the World. William Cullen Bry
ant was a dignified thanatoptlcal survival
of ancient lavendered days on the
Bvenino Pott. Quite a batch of "rev
erend serinlors" for the "young man"
to face In the dally battle of the press,
and many a sidelong glance of amused
tolerance they cast his way as he en-

tered the lists.
He was not, as we have seen, alto

gether maiden to the business when his
father retired, or rather gradually with
drew Into the background. Nor did he
approach his task with overconfldence ;

rather shyly Indeed. In Frederick Hud
son he found a very able lieutenant
ready to his hand, safe, astute and
vigorous, who had long fought the ship
for the elder Bennett.

But Hudson was no longer young; and
the "young man," his Impulsive moments
of mastery alternating with periods of
watchful aloofness, puzzled and some-
what worried the veteran. The truth Is
the young man was conscious that the
old order was changing yet hesitated to
break away from the traditions em
bodied In the older people about him.

Young crown princes always have
their troubles, and the Ministers of the
old king are among them. The end of
It was that Hudson retired as Bismarck
did In a later case. He had amassed
some money In the assiduous pursuit of
first mortgages and became a neighbor
of Ralph Waldo Emerson at Concord.
Masa, thereafter visiting New York
rarely, and dying In a railroad crossing
accident In 1875 a tall, fine old figure
very grave and courteous, a I recall
him on one of those visits to New York,
when he found things much chhanged

Naturally the "young man" thereafter
felt himself more firmly seated, but also
he found many other old and, well, rusty
weapons In his armory weapons that
had fought good fights In otlur days
some of them, think of It, shining stilt
with the glories of 1840 and "Tippecanoe
and Tyler too, when he took up com
mand. His reverence for his father nnd
his father's business views waa great,
and he felt warmly enough toward the
members of the old Herald staff, whom
he had known from his boyhood, but he
was going, though he himself scarcely
guessed it, to bring about a Herald revo-
lution.

Death of Mr. Bennett's Father.
James Gordon Bennett the elder

passed away quite unexpectedly June 1,
1872, In hla seventy-sevent- h year. His
eon and daughter Jeannette (afterward
Mrs. Isaac Bell) were absent from New
York, but were hastily summoned to the
funeral, which, was delayed until their
return. Mgr. Starr of St. Patrick's
Cathedral ofllclated on behalf of the
Cardinal, to the surprise of at least half
of the Herald staff. The services were
held at the handsome Bennett home, 42f
Fifth avenue, on the northwest corner of
Thirty-eight- h street, and. so short Is a
generation In a newspaper office, many
of the younger writers looked for the
first time on their late editor's face as
he lay In the coffin a strong face, of
which the McDonald bust In the Herald's
reception room is a striking likeness.
The son, tall and slim, in black, stood
with bowed head beside the casket. It
was now his turn Indeed, for the Herald
was left to him without qualification.

Endeavoring to explain himself years
after he eald : "I have two natures. One
derived from my Scotch father and the
other rrom my Irish mother meaning
to Justify his turns of cautious calcula
tion with his impulsive outbreaks of
action, his successive streaks of tem
perament In n forceful nature, His hot
temper came rrom both parents. In a
little gift book belonging to his sister
Jeannette, one of those foolish little books
that ask you: "What Is your favorite
flower?" "Who Is your favorite In his.
tory?" nnd so on, he wrote while still a
boy ; "The man In history I most admire
Is Louis XI."

lllrth of the Council.
In the earlier years of his Herald con

trol the younger Bennett was broader
than his father and did take sides upon
conviction of right being on the side he
chose (which Is about the best that the
worst of ua can do), and he did amend
his father'H lines of procedure In many
particulars. He abolished the list of the
"excluded" those who had fallen under
the elder Dennett's ban and were never
to he mentioned In the paper. "I cannot
carry on my father's quarrels forever,"
he said, and for twenty years that held

good. Later, as his mind hardened, he
established an "excluded" list of his own.

He had a bright, active mind In the
earlier days. He never became a writer;
it is aouDirui mat ho ever tnea, out ne
knew good work and was frank In praise
of It He could suggest a doien topics
for editorial treatment In a day with a
line of reasoning and a point for each.
He had a good "nose for news" great
ana small, and was presently to create
on a treat scale the newspaper role of
the maker of news.

He made a lithe, tall, handsome, blond.
blue eyed, smiling, smartly dressed figure
at tnat time standing six feet tall.
Every morning ho came to hla desk In
the little corner room on the second floor
of the marble building at the corner of
Broadway and Ann street which looked
out on St Faul'i and where the St Paul
Buildlna now stands.

very much In earnest he was, quick of
speech, chasing projects for news with
nervous leaps of thought nnd quick
tugs at his young mustache. He lunched
at Delmonlco's the old, bygone house
at Broadway and Chambers street and
came back for the editorial "council"
the dally function which his father had
Invented and which still survives on the
Herald.

Ha presided, of course, in the long
room set apart for the purpose, with a
long table running down the middle.
He eat under his father's bust and the
contrast between htm and his staff was
striking, often amusing, some of the
editors frankly old. others rather faded
beaux and bucks, but all anxious to
know what he wanted them to think
and through one physical defect or an
other not quite able to grasp it. Still.
It was worried out somehow. Old Dr.
Wall Is, a one eyed veteran, was to write
the "leader" of a column and a quarter
on homo politics. John Wilson (a Scotch.
man. differentiated from an Englishman
of the same name by pronouncing his
name Wulson) waa to write of foreign
affair a

"And what will you make of ItT" the
young man would ask.

Noncommettal." Wilson would inva
riably nnd conclusively reply." PhlU.Ii.
a pathetic old swell with a wooden leg,
who had been secretary to the eider
Mrs. Bennett, wrote of finance, and so
on through a dosen. It waa a solemn
comedy.

Often after the council he would sand
for a man on the staff and give htm
three or four articles to write that he
would not think of offering to the "old
brigade" in the council room.

The "Yonns Man's" Friends.
In the evening the "young man" led

the light hearted life of the bachelor
clubman and therein found friends
whom he could not as a group replace
In after years Leonard Jerome, a sober,
solid minded man. whose daughter mar
ried Lord Randolph Churchill; Law
rence, his brother, an astute humorist
of portly frame, father of former Dis-
trict Attorney Jerome: Cunning S. Bed-
ford, a lively cricket and frank ad
mirer, for whom he procured a Judge-
ship; "Willie" Douglas of the Sappho,
Arthur Leary. the smiling bachelor;
Billy Travis, the stuttering Wall Street
wit ; Hermann Oelrichs, the boy hearted.
and so on alt well to do and quite fit
to make a young man a life lively and
enjoyable.

His evening visits to the Herald omce
were even then Justly dreaded by those
who were responsible for the time of
going to press. While ho swept tn wltna
breeze of good humor as of him who
has dined well and complimented every
body in sight some strange idea as to
the forthcoming Issue waa apt to ue--
velop. It was difficult to keep these
"Ideas" out of the paper. Occasionally
It turned out to be some positive policy
which he had long nursed in hla mind
and at last determined to put In print.

Editors, reporters, what not were sent
flying all over the place, writing for
bare life against time a new leading
article, two or three short articles, a
news story alarmingly headed, short ex
clamatory gasps all over the pages.
That pleased him Immensely, with an
additional joy when the old editorial
writers, the managing editor and the
city editor came down blinking the
morning after.

Devotee of Slany Kinds of Sport.

Indeed with all his work he enjoyed
himself thoroughly, and alt his life he
had been a devotee of one open air sport
or another. He sent his yacht, the
Dauntless, to England and raced her
back to America against James Asbury's
British yacht Cambria, losing, alas! by
an hour, thereupon being elected com-

modore of the New York Yacht Club.
This In 1871.

Later he took up g with
success, taking also the presidency of
the Gun Club, and when the

were coming In as a gentleman's
pastime he spent his very early morn-
ings In Central Park learning to tool a
coach, and did It with the best of them
In time. He was foremost In Introduc-
ing polo and kept a stable of Texan
ponies. His Newport villa waa brilliant-
ly kept up then and he spent tils sum-
mers there and was foremost Iti found-
ing the Casino.

Medals, silver cups and trophies for
heroic firemen, 'striving students and all
manner of racing on sea and land he was
scattering all his life. The James Gordon
Bennett automobile cup is historic, and
the balloon cup and the aero cup were
close followers. If the submarine Idea
developed pleasure craft there would
have been a cup for submarines.

He recognized these as excellent ad-
vertising, which he said was the Scotch
side of him. but for stress and struggle
of any kind he had a sympathetic eye
and ear. Perhaps that was the Irish of
it a wholesome Irish kind.

He Becomes "The Commodore."

After many, often lightning, changes
of managing editors he had found one
in Thomas H. Connery on whose ndei- -
lty. enterprise and long headedneas he
could count, ana ouring xe ten years
succeeding the elder Dennett's death the
Herald fairly leaped to the front and
achieved marks In Journalism never at-

tained before. Younger, brighter men
took foremost place on the news staff,
and the quaint old editors were gradu-
ally weeded out. most of them retiring
on well earned pensions and some sur-
viving to a very recent day.

Great news Campaigns were plotted
and carried out It was not yet the day
of enormous circulation, but the Herald
went everywhere.

Viewing the Journalistic field from
the altitude of great wealth and Income
the Commodore, as he wad now more
grandiloquently styled, was bold from
the start and In fit proportion to his
means.

Dr. Livingstone, the great African
traveller and nilalonary, was reported
lost In the wilds In 1569. All England
was regretting It. Exeter Hall was

sorry and Scotland mourned fu'
salr ; but not ono of them raised a hand
to rescue him. This made young Mr.
Dennett smile. He telegraphed from
Paris to a swarth nklnned. black haired
Herald man at Madrid to Join him.

"Can you find Dr. Livingstone?" asked
the Commodore a few days later In
Paris. "I think I can," replied Henry
M. Stanley,

No "booming," im proclaiming fol-

lowed. Just a silent march, nfter pre
liminary traveU and preparations that
dragged for a year and a half. Then
the world wakened up one morning and
Livingstone had been found.

"He aimed at the continent of Africa,"
said one astounded Englishman, speak-
ing of the Commodore, "anil lie hit the
bullseye."

Great were the celebrations. th ban-
quets, the diamond studded, golden
snuS boxes from kings and queens for

JAMES GORDON BENNETT.
Proprietor of the New York Herald and Telegram, whose long and

brilliant career came to an end in France yesterday. Thu photograph
was taken more than twenty years ago.

Stanley and great worldwide glory for
the Herald. By and large, the feat de-

served all that was paid for It. Tub
New York Sun made a doubting
Thomas campaign ngalnst Stanley,
partly. It seemed, for the humor of
the thing, but Stanley surely "had the
goods." The African campaign was
worth all It cost, which was much for
that day and generation.

Many great things followed from the
daring brain of Mr. Dennett, but no
single stroke .succeeded so greatly.

The expedition In search of the north
pole under Lieut De Long, which
nailed from Pan Francisco In 1879 In
the Jeannette (named after Mr. Ben-
nett's only sister), camo to grief amid
the grinding bergs of the Arctic Ocenn.
costing many lives, among them that
of the great meteorologist Jerome J.
Collins, who was the first when In the
Herald service to send transatlantic
warnings of storms to England.

Pitiful endlnir Indeed to a great brave
effort that dying of cold nnd starva-
tion of the little band of explorers on
the Icy Siberian tundra at the mouth of
the? Lena In October, 1 SSI. To the
Herald's owner It was a long grief and
a great loss In every way, and to those
thus orphaned In the cause of science
and Journalistic daring he did not close
his heart or purse.

But many bold things dIJ succeed
that Mr. Bennett had planned.

the dauntless and dashing, who
made the ride to Khiva and afterward
was the hero of Bulgarian emancipa-
tion, was one of his proteges, his let-
ters to tho Itaily Sews of London be-

ing among the largest factors In bring-
ing on the Russo-Turkls- h war.

Borne Editorial Anecdote.
The Herald's Irish famine fund,

which Mr. Bennett headed vlth a gift
of 8100,000, roue to enormous figures.
It would he tiresome to tell all his ad-
ventures In this direction ; of making
news and history. A certain unfortu.
nate Jealousy of his men who gained
great prominence In pursuit of Herald
work was visible from time to time. It
was the blot on a bright record of enter-
prise. It was that which accounted for
the disappearance of Stanley, MarOa-ha- n

and Connery from the Herald forces.
In addition to an army of bright writ-

ers and daring adventures, for his news
columns, Mr. Dennett gathered a very
capable editorial staff, which Included
Ivory Chamberlain, Charles Nordhoff,
John Russell Young, George W. Hosmer,
John n, Stockton nnd John Jlabbcr-ton- .

For a time the Herald exercised
great editorial Influence, Its policy of
unhampered criticism the paper's never
challenged Independence lending added
force to what It had to say.

Goes to I.lre In Paris.
With the Herald machinery In capable

hands and working well under the man-
date to "spare no expense" In getting
the news and printing It Mr. Bennett
felt that ho could be absent with greater
Impunity. He had established n tine esprit
de corps In his staff and lie felt he could
indulge himself. At Newport In summer
he could keep In close telegraphic touch
with the captains: In winter or spring,
when he had succumbed to tho lure of
Paris, he had the cablo nt hand. Ills in-

come was calculated nt ITjO.OOO a year
from the Herald alone. Ills absences be
came longer.

At every return he found the old
circle of his friends narrowing In. Dur
ing ono of these home visits In 1877
ho became encaged to Miss May, a
llttlo Maryland beauty, and tho town
buzzed with tho romance of It every-
body wishing them well. Suddenly the
engagement was broken. Various un
worthy Incidents became town gossips.
Miss May's brother, Frederick, attacked
Mr. Dennett In tho street. A challenge
to a duel with pistols followed nnd (lie
affair camo off on tho Maryland boul r
without hurt to cither. Mr. May mod
and missed ; Mr. Dennett fired In the
air. The consequent hounding by re-

porters literally drove Mr. Dennett nut
of the country. He never uttered n
complaint, simply went nw.iy and made
his permanent home In Paris,

Henceforth his visits to New York
wero brief and at longer Intervals. He
was In a country at . any rate In a
city where rich men who spent largely
and lived freely did It without Incurring
constant newspnper espionage and de-

grading' publicity, Ho seemed doomed
to bachelorhood.

Takes Up Ocean CrnUlns;.
Ha brought his old love of the snlt

water over with him. The Dauntless
was sold In 1879 and he took up steam
yachting with a view to ocean cruising.
First It was the Polynia and next the
larger tonnage Namouna, In which he
made prolonged voyages across the
Atlantic through the Mediterranean,
down tho Red Sea and traversed tho
Indian Ocean, always carrying a cargo
of friends and acquaintances whom he

entertained royally, usually with great
bonhomie, but now and again with
spurts of moroseness rather trying.
The Namouna gave place to the big ocenn
filer Lyslstrata, which divided with Paris
and the beautiful home Bcaulleu he es-

tablished on the Riviera the providing
of its owner's abiding place. The
Lyslstrata was sold to the Russian Gov-
ernment at the outbreak of the war.

Connery Leaves the Herald."
It was a different Herald after 1SS2.

It was still, aa always, making money,
but In ono way or another there was a
shortening of sail. At the end of 1882
Connery retired In some dudgeon after
twelve years service from the managing
editorship. Edward T. Flynn succeeded
him, but whatever talents he may have
had there was little chance of display-
ing them. For some reason Mr. Ben
nett cut down the "special" telegraph
service to next to nothing; retrench-
ment was ordered everywhere. Enter-
prise was killed.

In that period, too, he made a mistake
that seemed trifling, but was fraught
with unexpected consequences. Joseph
Pulitzer had bought tho World In I8S3
and was making some but not great
headway with It as a popular two cent
news purveyor. The Herald reduced Its

rlce to the same figure, which was
a good tactical move, but fell Into a
dispute with the newsdealers over the
question of a sixth of a cent, offering
them one-thir- d of a cent profit, where
the World and The Sum gave them
half a cent.

This little war resulted In the TTerald
founding Its own news distributing ser-
vice, which ended In failure. Circula-
tion shrank, prestige was lost and profits
were curtailed. These things the rich
Mr. Dennett could stand. He blamed no
one but himself, but it gave the astute
head or the WorM a chance which he
was not slow to Improve.

At the time of the newsdealer war,
when the Herald returned to three cents,
the WorM had grown like Jonah's
gourd ; the face of the waters was
changed. From that day competition In
the metropolitan Meld has been sharp-
ening, and strengthening. The Hern Id
had had the field to Itself in the do-
ing of great things and costly, but here
was a new, active mind doing some-
thing every day that had a catching,
popular appeal and reaping the benefit
without added expense.

War With ftonld and Hearst.
Running at will against this man or

that, he made two notable enmities which
ho never relaxed one arose from a
passionate detestation of Jay Gould, the
father of the present generation of
Goulds, and the other from a hatred of
A llllam Randolph Hearst of the New-Yor-

American. What there was per-
sonal In Dennett's attitude to Gould hadmany versions, hut certainly from
Gould's share in the villainous Black
Friday In 1869 to the day of Gould's
uenin every business move of his waa
suspected or condemned by the Herald,

It Is true that Gould was for years a
Wall Street "wrecker." wily and relent-
less. And even after he had turned to
constructive policies, stories of his
Machiavellian "trimming" of friends and
enemies pervaded the clubs. Bennett
kept relentlessly on his track. Gould
did turn on him savagely nt last and
sent him a savage letter, calling him
bitter names and recounting every
scandal ever laid to Dennett's name.
Hut Dennett printed It In the Herald,
Editorially he said with his growing
cynicism, Gould, the corsair, has been
lilt hard by the Herald, nnd "The pro-
prietor of the Herald lost his reputation
before Mr. Gould was ever heard of,"

Dennett's part with John W. Mackay
In founding the Commercial Cablo anil
the Postal Telegraph had, however,
wouuded Jay Gould more than any paper
pellets either could throw, Mr. Heatst's
reply to the Herald'si dislike of lilm was
to set the District Attorney nfter the
Herald's "Personals." It cost Mr. Den-
nett k round sum In fines, hut Mr.
Hearst's name remained as before taboo
on the Herald.

FonndlnK of the Cable Company.
With John W. Mackay. Mr. Bennett,

as has been said, founded the Commer-
cial Cablo Company In 1884 to break
the rule of the Western Union Telegraph
Company and get news to nnd from
Europe at lower rates. This was a highly
successful venture from the beginning,
nnd the lino became, ns It remains, a
paying property, from whose competition
besides all the newspapers benefited.

Its Immediate effect upon the Herald
was an Increase In the volume and value
of Its foreign service. Mr. Dennett'H ac-

tivities were not all exhnuttcd, hut he
now transferred them almost entirely to
tho European end of the cable. He
founded the Paris Herald November 3,
1887, nnd shortly afterward put out a
London edition. Tho latter, strnngcly
enough, never took firm root and was

abandoned after a checkered career of a
few years.

The rar!a edition, a curious melange
of news and fashion and society gossip,
a sort of charlotte russe of a newspaper
which Just fits its fleeting transitory le

of Americans abroad, after a long
period of loss has been making a hand-
some yearly profit Whin a paper passes
a quarter of a century It Is. getting ven-

erable, even If It Is a persistent frivolity.
It was soma years earlier than the

founding of the Paris Herald that Mr.
Bennett began calling his chief men, edi-

tors, special writers, pressmen, advertis
ing or circulation managers, to un
orders or consultation. They were ex-

pected to start at once, when notified,
sometimes In pairs, ir "tne uommoaore
remained In Paris to meet them there
was an Interview or two at hla fine
apartment In the Champs Elysees, and
the visitor was told to return after he
had enjoyed a week or two In the gay
capital.

Sometimes a man was left waiung xor
weeks before his editor sDDeared : some
times he waa called to the Riviera. Gen
erally Mr. Bennett regarded the trip as
a reward for good service and the men
liked it Sometimes of course It did not
turn out so well for the man. Louis XI.
was at work.

Bennett Abolishes Managing Edi-
torship.

Julius Chambers, a resourceful man,
who had been a brilliant correspondent,
was In the managing chair for a while,
but his strenuous nature was too much
like "the Commodore's" when the latter
stripped for action. Peace could not en-

dure between them. It was about this
time, In the late '80s, that William C.
Relck, who had been called to Paris and
given charge of the Paris edition, was
suddenly transferred to New York as
city editor. ,

"The Commodore" would have no more
"managing editors," but It was a mere
whim of title, for the new official, who
proved to be a man of rare balance, and
organising power, became In fact man
ager of the Herald, and so remained for
eighteen years. Alert, strong, persuasive,
tactful, looking out for large things on
the old Herald plan, but also taking heed
of the small with the care that new con
ditions called for, his work told on the
paper In a way to satisfy Mr. Bennett

With his advent the Herald as we
know It took shape, broadening Its
scope In every field of news and enter-
prise. Whether from prepossession
against their Judgment or their timidity
In suggestion, Mr. Bennett gave email
weight to the views of his New York
news captains between Connery and
Relck. With the latter came a new era,
He could and did procure great, changes
In all the equipments and enterprises
of the paper, and there was no longer
any talk that this paper or the otner
would by sheer audacity capture this or
that line of advertisements that had
been the great backbone of the Herald
Income. In turn Mr. Dennett found In
his new captain one who could readily
talc up a new Idea and give It sane and
effective embodiment, and who. Impor
tant factor, did not obtrude his person
allty outside his work in hand.

300,000 Spent In Spanish War.
4

As the years rolled by the owner of
the Herald was keener for the profits
than he was in the beginning-- . With such
an attitude the Item of expense for new
Installations Is faced with reluctance.
but the city editor carried his point al-

ways. When the Spanish war broke out
Mr. Relck went boldly to work and spent
1300,000 on tho Herald's war service.
Other papers were spending colossal
sums and he was resolved that the paper
of the elder Bennett with hN pony ex
presses In the Mexican war. and his
sixty-thre- e correspondents In the field of
the civil war, should not be beaten or
"scooped" by the field of newcomers.

In 1893 the Herald moved from the
building at the comer of Broadway and
Ann street to the present structure
modelled exteriorly on a Renaissance
palace at Verona and plarited .at th
Intersection of Broadway and Sixth
avenue, with Its really fine business
office, commanded by a good staircase. Its
tasteful decoration of the rooms open to
the public, nnd its basement pressroom
operating, in full view of the passersby.

Many of the details were Mr. Den-
nett's suggestion, the blinking owls on
the parapet a. hint of" tho rarely seen
playful, naive side of hla nature and
the bronze bell ringers on the roof, a
notable lilt of artistry and advertising.
Mr. Dennett did not set foot In It for
four years later. Ills beautiful room,
always kept ready for him, was not,
Indeed, to see much of him an average
of twenty days In twenty years would
about cover It. New York had become a
house of strangers for him.

Dally It rporta Sent to Bennett,
Mr. Dennett had set his way of life

pretty definitely. Copious reports of
business, circulation nnd advertising and
marked copies of the paper were for-
warded by mall dally from New York.
He had a secretary, sometimes two. at
tending to details in an office away from
his home. Many legends were built on
his supposed dally scrutiny of the
marked papers, but they were mislead-
ing. He only went over them at un-
certain Intervals, which had the same
effect as If he had noted every slip, for
when he found one he made a resound-- 1

Ins nolso about It, and the legend of the
all seeing eye continued.

Ho made constant changes in the
grading of his employees, but lie rarely
discharged an efficient man. The tra-
ditional Herald "shakeup" was generally
an exaggeration. He pensioned several,
ns his father had, hut now and again lie
"fired" nn editor who had simply grown
old In the service." It was time to put
some one In his place, but after twenty
to thirty years In a groove It was pain-
ful to see him. old and doddering along
Park How, penniless and looking for a
Job In tlio hurlyburly of newspaperdom,
where tne premium Is on youth and high
efficiency.

When an Idea for an editorial struck
him he had the staff of the Paris Herald
at hand to write It. Often the Idea was
bright and sound, but sometimes lato
In the evening It was not decidedly
not. Then it was the tak of the secre-
tary not to cable it to New Tork and
next day Mr. Dennett was grateful.
From time to time he was crafty enough
to Insist on the article being cabled.
Then the trouhle ots transferred to New
York. Once, it may bo remembered, he
ordered the publication of the Evening
Telegram discontinued nnd a cabled
queerly worded announcement was
printed to that effect. Remonstrances
from New York Induced him, however,
to reverse the order, which he did with-
out effort or excuse.

The Anlnml "Senre."
Lots of similar things he did, hut of

one thing for which In the early "70s ho
was severely criticised he was really
guiltless, although constructively to
blame. This wa--s the "wild animal
scare," which set the town upside down
with fright for a whole day. The ani-
mals In tho zoo at Central Park were
supposed to have broken out of their
cages on a Sunday afternoon and to be
roaming the city nfter killing the keep-
ers. It covered a whole page with a
great scare head, "Frightful Calamity."
Tho laat paragraph carried a subhead,
"This la a Hoax," and set forth that the
whole article was a fiction, but nobody
seemed to go that far In reading it

Managing Editor Connery generally
tho most careful of men had conceived
the bizarre Idea and got one of the re-
porters to write the article. Not satisfied
with the result It was too humorous
and unreal he gave It to the night edi-

tor to work up, who did It on a couple of
off days, it waa put tn t) pa one Sunday

night and ths proofs went to Mr. Benn-

ett-the next day with the other left
over matter.

Now "the young man" was not In-

terrupting- his gayetles to read proofs,
and when a week later Mr. Connery
asked him If he should print It "ths
young man" said "all right" apparently
without a thought, Of course he ought
to hars read It before he approved It, but
into the paper It went There was a
great hubbub. Men left their houses
armed. One Herald editor, Hosmer,
cams In from Paterson prominently
wearing a navy revolver and presented
himself at the desk of the managing
editor, savins; grimly: "Wall, here I
am." Women rushed through the
atreeta looklnr fearfully tin and down,
and dragged their children home from
achool.

Editor Demanded Explanation.
On on of the other Dsoers ths man

aging editor reaching the office early
rushed Into the city room, oraereo an
the reporters who had appeared some
four or five to crowd Into a coach with
him, and drove like mad to Police Head-
quarters to get the latest particulars and
to know of the Cnier or fonce, wny, air,
his racer had not been given the dread
ful news. The serious editors wrote se
vere strictures on the Herald.

Mr, Bennett made no personal reply.
He did not blame Mr. Connery: he
never mentioned It to the night editor.
It was supposed to have Injured the
paper,' It did not pecuniarily, but nat-
urally there was much talk of loss of
dignity.

Mr. Bennett was a prettr good Ameri-
can. He volunteered to da service with
his yacht In the civil war time, and was
always spt to be strong for sound na-
tional policies. The trouble with him
of late years In this was his prolonged
removnl from America. Most of his
associates and cronies In the French
capital were French, Italian or Spanish.
His early American friends had died
out, and he lost close touch with the
current of American thought.

Thus he felt Impelled to editorial
courses otherwise unaccountable his
one time championship of Turkey, for
Instance. Who cared here for Turkey?
Who that knew anything of Abdul
Hamld looked on him with other than
dislike?

Ytt the Herald was burdened with
acres of despatches that interested no-
body. It hurt also In the matter of
news. European news he took for his
special care, but he knew less and less
what news America wanted.

Strange freaks of policy appeared.
His campaign was said
to have originated In his killing a pet
dog by mistake when he was angry
about something else. He raised a
monument to the little animal. He al
ways liked dogs. His pooh-poohi- of
sterilized milk for babies was another
freak of his prolonged bachelor days.

Ills SeptoaKenarlan Marriage.
Marriage, as the years went on, had

seemed the least likelihood In Bennett's
life. He had all his days been fond of
women s society, though not what one
would call a lady's man.

The owner of the Herald tor many
years had been drawing over to France
all the profits the business could spare,
so that millions beyond his own ex-

penditures, high as they were, went
there for gift or Investment Among
his friends, however, his own dictum
put half Jestingly, half bitterly, like his
comment on Jay Goulds letter, was
accepted as about tho fact "1 don't
suppose any woman who ever lived
could get along with me as a wife."
The friends thought that about the
truth.

Ever to be his own director was so
Ingrnlned In him that, with all the re-si-

in the world to be dutiful and
chivalrous, the old Adam would some
day rise up and ruffle the dovecote be.
yond repair. So ns he closed his forties,
fifties and sixties snd up to the third of
his seventies this resolute bachelorhood
seemed confirmed.

Suddenly the news came In 1914 that
he had married In Paris the Baroness de
Reuter, widow of Gorge Julius de
Reuter, a son of tho Gentian born
founder of Reuter's. Ltd., which has
for sixty years conducted tho Reuter's
news service all over the world as a
British corporation. The Baroness was
then 40 years old nnd the mother of
two children. The lady was horn an
American. Maud Potter, daughter of
John Potter of Philadelphia. Tho news
also was that on the day before the
marriage Mr. Bennett was baptized In
the Episcopal Church, whether the latter
was a necessary condition precedent of
the union of the two lives or merely
emphasizing In his own wny his latter
day dislike of the Catholic clergy Is
hard to tell. Church doctrine, one way
or the other, never seemed to trouble him
much.

"We nre Catholics, you know," had
been, his utmost old-tim- e reference to
the matter, with that tense of detach-
ment with which one speaks of a family
wart or Inherited nose. Ha loved to
glvo surprises all his life.

Ills Friends In Paris.
In h!is parls life his circle of friends

was wldo enough, nnd surely diverse
enough, but he seemed always to prefer
the kind we know aa "the clubman,"
men who had means but had more con-
cern In the lighter, sportsman life than
the Intellectual, but occasionally such
of the latter class ns camo his way in
relation to his paper or his health.

He a great friend of a Marquis
who made automobiles. Once he
brought a group hero on h! yacht
which Included n light, bright French
novelist and art critic, a great French
surgeon, an Italian Captain nnd a titled
old gourmet of the Paris Jockey Club.
He was devoted In a way to th aged
ex.Emprees Eugenie, being old enough
to remember her In her beauty nnd davs
of glory before Sedan dethroned Napo-
leon III. That he was also n friend of
the late abominably held Sultan Abdul
Hamld of Turkey Indicates the extremes
of his lines of acquaintance, which natu-
rally Included many a social parasite
ns well ns many a man of talent or
skill, Hp did not cultivate the circle of
the Sorbonne. Over the men at work on
h'.s Paris Herald he hovered with only
occasional respite, and rewarded or pun-
ished them with a fantastic irregularity
thnt never lost its quality of tho unex-
pected. They certainly worked there
with lively episodes enough to relieve
the humdrum,

With Age a Great t'hnnar.
We saw him almost to the last pre-

serving In a wonderful way his per-
sonal viator, he who had been so reck-
less of his strength becoming more and
more careful In his way of living, con-
sulting doctors on all occasions, on
guard ever against our old friend death,
ever measuring himself up agatnt-- men
of his own years, Inquiring critically
Into the symptoms of all senile diseases.
He had a strong frame and survived
grave Injuries In an astonishing way.
Once, In 1893, driving a d In
Paris, ho turned under an nrchway and
was knocked off. the slep cutting open
his abdomen. He made a marvellous
recovery.

He had some art tastes, but was not
a great collector, nlthough he acquired
some good pictures. When Air. Relck
left him ho Instituted a system of com-
mittees for governing the Herald a cu-

rious experiment, with this against It,
that since they wero all charged to bo
economical the strength of the com-
mittee was measured by Its weakest or
most timid man. This system, however,
gave him continual occupation. It
would be Invidious to say thnt It was a
failure, for Its ultimate weakness would
be his own, slnco he was the head of all
the committees.

Despite his wealth, which outside the
Htrald, Telegram and the Paris papr
should run .between $30,000,000 and 125,.
000,000, despite his great yacht and his
homes In Paris, the Riviera and New
York, he was In effect until his belated
marriage a lonely man, ever urged
back upon himself. Ills cynicism grcn.
ins talent lor breaking; with old friends
pursued htm. He had his moments of
dark brown remorse, but pride oftenett
prevented mm rrom seeking to ntec
up broken friendships. Yet It the lees
or life were somewhat bitter for him
he had lived a prodigiously gay life
with an open hand.

Not so Arm on his feet as of yore, his
tall, unbent form, silver hair and mus.
taohe still gave him distinction In any
company, His conversation could ha
charming. To such a man the social
parasite attaches himself, and as long aa
he Is a necessity he Is tolerated, but In
good time Louis XI. cuts htm off

The friend who Is a friend
for your own sake and not for your
money or your table 'Is hard to replace.
He found much of this.

He waa In New York for a few weeks
In 1916, and again for a shorter stay In
1917, something feebler than thereto-
fore, but still erect. No doubt the plight
of France since Germany forced ths
war upon her and the superhuman ef-

forts ths devoted French were making
to head off the foe had effect upon Ms
spirt. He made the Herald speak of the
Germans as "Prussians" always, and up-
held the allied cause with vigor. Ills
nervous tension was visible.

In the winter past bronchial troubles
developed In addition to the senile symp-
toms, and weeks sines he went to his
Beaulleu place on the Riviera between
Nice and Monte Carlo. He had Increased
his smoking of cigarettes In later year
and always coughed distressingly In ths
morning. The way was preparing for
the Inevitable.

"Herald" Mar Go to Slater's son.
It Is probable that the Herald will

fall to the son of hla sister. Mrs. Bell.
This son was born laVtw York tn 1879
and lives In England. He Is unknown
at the Herald office and Mr. Dennett
never cared in later life to see him,
although when he was born his unela
laid a gift of 1100,000 In United States
bonds in his cradle. The report that
he had made a will twenty years ago
giving the Herald to his employees was
unfounded. His testament will never-
theless be read with curiosity for some
surprises. Whether It will Include ths

lft of a park to New York on his large
Washington Heights property, ai was
prefigured some time, ago, a few days
may tell.

He should be remembered for the gool
and. In a way, the great things he did.
and not for the eccentric, bizarre, cruel
or selfish that often marred the pic-

ture. He did have generous Impulses
his Irish against his Scotch Inheritance,
as he said himself and conducted a
sjreat paper with perfect Independence
and his best Idea of public eplrlt. No
man owned him even If he was not al-
ways master of himself, and then, al-
though only faintly romantic, he was
robuet and picturesque.

BENNETT, OWNER

OF 'HERALD,' IS DEAD

Continued from First rage.

It Is supposed that Mrs. Bennett nr.d
her son will accompany the body of Mr
Bennett If It Is brought to New York
for burial, and that the reading of the
will will be deferred until her arrival.
On that point the executors were silent.

Lawyer Reticent.
The only statement Issuing from them

came from the office of Jay & Candler,
personal counsel to Mr. Bennett, th
late Col William Jay having been a life-
long friend and adviser of the editor, and
Robert W. Candler taking up Col. Jay's
association with Mr. Dennett nt the
Colonel's death. Mr. Candler said

"At the present I must ask you to
pardon me for not making any statement
with reference to Mr. Dennett or his af
fairs, excepting to say that the news o'
his death has been received with

sonow by his rebities and Intl.
mate friends. All of these feel that they
have sirffered a personal loss."

It was said yesterday thnt Mr Ber-ne- tt

had expressed a wish to be, burlel
In America, and that ho had said nls.
that he desired to lie cremated and tn
have his ashes placed In nn urn In th
shape of nn owl, the Herald emblem, ii
be contained In a monument to be erecte i

on the highest point of land In his For:
Washington estnte. overlooking the Hud-
son River. He owned n sreat deal r'
property In thia part of the city, as we '
as tracts of land between Van Cortland'
Park and Yonkers. The ground leise n'
the property on which the Herald Build
Ing stands will expire In about tlre
years. The property will then pass kit-t-

hands of the Manlcn estate. When
Mr. Dennett last visited New York h
made tentative arrangements to build i
home for the Herald upon a plot o'
ground In Thirty-fourt- h street, beionglnc
to the Pennsylvania Railroad, hut th
Plan fell through and a suit Is now peni-In-

as the result of an alleged failure to
fulfil a contract.

LAUDED BY FRhW'CH.

Paris Pnprrs t'nll Dennett's I)rn!h
II low la Republic.

Paws. May H The French Govern-
ment, through Armand Dernnrd, Prefe-- t
of conveyed Its rond"
lences to Mrs. Dennett. The Paris

papers comment warmly In the1'
editorial columns on Mr Bennett's grest
friendship for France, Ms constant un-
derstanding of French qualities. Ills ad-

miration for French culture and hlH ef-

fective service to the French people be-

fore and during the war in making
known In America tho French aims nrd
policies.

"It Is a great friend we lose," said tl s
Intransigeant.

"What n friend of France'" sn
I.'Heure. Tho Temps and Liberie reca '

lengthily Mr. Dennett's brilliant Jour-
nalistic successes.

THE BENNETT PROPERTIES.

Late "Herald" Proprietor's Tor-to- ne

Estimated at si'.l.noo.onn.
The Dennett fortune Is trlou'v rt'-mate- d

at from fin.ono.ooo in ;s,nnn .

000 In addition to his new epaper pro- -
ertles. As lavlshlly as ne m.n ha
lived, yet In his younger days lie mid,
some very shrewd Investments, particu-
larly In real estnte. on tlie northern
boundaries of the nty One holding l.s

quarter Interest III the Valley Fnrn --

Company, which owns u square mile '
property, all undeveloped. Theie Is i"
other tract In the PycKmau section '
the city. At one linm ho owned tie
Dennett Building In Nassau street an I

the old home of the Herald at Ann street
and Broadway, These sites were solrl

Mr. Dennett never parted with i.
homestead to which his father n

mother moved Fort Washington Pa
on Washington Heights, lie never tut I

there after he grew to manhood, reserv
Ing himself n liomn a' Tenlv-tl'k- '
street and Fifth avenue, near Ins fav
Ite Union I'luli. until thnt nrganir.v "'
moved to Its present address Then
acquired a new home In Uasl Foitv-- n r'
street, which has been ocurled ")'
George Pollock.
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